
Request approval of a Grant Award from First 5 Los Angeles and an Agreement with Abt SRBI, 
Incorporated to conduct the 2010 Los Angeles County Health Survey for the Department of Public 
Health’s Office of Health Assessment and Epidemiology.

SUBJECT

January 12, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

APPROVE A GRANT AWARD FROM FIRST 5 LOS ANGELES,
AN AGREEMENT WITH ABT SRBI, INCORPORATED TO CONDUCT THE

2010 LOS ANGELES COUNTY HEALTH SURVEY AND APPROVAL OF AN APPROPRIATION
ADJUSTMENT

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS)  (4 VOTES)
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1.  Approve and instruct the Director of the Department of Public Health (DPH), or his designee, to
accept and execute Grant Award Number 07509, Exhibit I, from First 5 Los Angeles (First 5 LA) to
provide $600,500 in funding for the 2010 Los Angeles County Health Survey (LACHS) parent and
child component in exchange for the collection, analysis and dissemination of data, effective upon
date of Board approval through June, 30, 2010, with provisions for up to two one-year extensions not
to exceed $600,500 through June 30, 2012 contingent on the availability of funds and satisfactory
work performance, at no net County cost (NCC), subject to review and approval by County Counsel
and the Chief Executive Office (CEO) and notification to your Board.

2.  Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept and execute similar future
year awards and amendments from First 5 LA through June 30, 2012, subject to review and approval
by County Counsel and the CEO and notification to your Board.

3.  Approve and instruct the Director of DPH, or his designee, to execute an Agreement with Abt
SRBI, Incorporated (Inc.), substantially similar to Exhibit II, to conduct the 2010 LACHS and collect
information about health status behavioral risk factors, access to, and utilization of primary health
care and preventive health services, effective upon date of execution by both parties, (following
Board approval) through August 31, 2011 with an optional no cost extension for six months, on a
month-to-month basis, through February 28, 2012, at a maximum obligation of $1,375,959, 100
percent funded by the following sources: $600,500 from a First 5 LA Grant Award, $100,000 from
Alcohol and Drug Program Administration Block Grant, $200,000 from Emergency Preparedness
and Response Program Novel Influenza A H1N1 Preparedness Grant, $350,459 from Tobacco
Control and Prevention Program Proposition 99 Grant, $25,000 from Environmental Health Division
Health Fee, and $100,000 from the Department of Mental Health (DMH)-Mental Health Services Act
(MHSA) funds.

4.  Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to execute amendments to the
agreement with Abt SRBI, Inc., that increase or decrease the maximum obligation up to 25 percent
of the original maximum obligation, 100 percent funded from the sources listed in Recommendation
3, subject to review and approval by County Counsel and the CEO and notification to your Board.

5.  Approve the Request for Appropriation Adjustment (Exhibit III) in the amount of $240,000 for
fiscal year (FY) 2009-10 to increase DPH’s budgeted services and supplies (S&S) appropriation.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:
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Acceptance of a Grant Award from First 5 LA will award DPH with a funding amount of $600,500 and
delegate authority to the Director of DPH to accept future year awards and amendments to continue
support for the 2010 LACHS.

Approval of an Agreement with Abt SRBI, Inc., allows the collection of health status data to build
upon previous health survey findings regarding the quality of health within Los Angeles County
(LAC), and improve the availability of high quality health information to better serve local
communities engaged in improving the health status of their residents.

Approval of future amendments with Abt SRBI, Inc., will allow DPH to provide changes in funding
allocation should the grant funding from departments (listed in recommendation three) increase or
decrease.

The appropriation of $240,000, under the attached Appropriation Adjustment, reflects an increase in
S&S and Revenue appropriation to support the Agreement with Abt SRBI, Inc., for the 2010 LACHS.

The LACHS collects data on a broad range of public health issues, including access to care (e.g.,
insurance status, regular source of care, cost as barrier), utilization of preventive health services
(e.g., mammography, Pap testing), health behaviors (e.g., fruit and vegetable consumption,
smoking), and demographic factors that are underlying determinants of health (e.g., race/ethnicity,
income).  The data is widely used throughout DPH for program planning, evaluation, and quality
improvement efforts.  Additionally, the LACHS is a valuable information resource for a broad range of
organizations throughout the County, including the Community Health Councils, First 5 LA, the
Children’s Council, a variety of health care providers, and many health advocacy groups.  The
results of the LACHS are broadly disseminated to the broader LAC community through published
reports, such as LA Health briefs, the Key Indicators of Health by Service Planning Area, and the
Women’s Health Indicators.  Data is also shared via conference presentations, peer reviewed
manuscripts, the DPH website, and through customized data requests for users throughout LAC.

The 2010 LACHS has two instruments and components: an adult survey of randomly selected, non-
institutionalized, housed adults, and a child survey of parents or legal guardians of children under
age 18 who live in the household with and take primary responsibility for the health of the randomly
selected child.  The adult and child surveys are conducted in six languages: English, Spanish,
Mandarin, Cantonese, Korean, and Vietnamese.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

These recommended Board actions support Goal 4, Health and Mental Health, of the County 
Strategic Plan by continuing to collect and disseminate population-based health information to better 
serve local communities engaged in improving the health status of their residents.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
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The total project cost for the 2010 LACHS is $1,375,959, and is funded through $600,500 from First
5 LA, $100,000 from DMH, and $675,459 from various DPH funds.

The attached Request for Appropriation Adjustment (Exhibit III) in the amount of $240,000 will
increase DPH’s FY 2009-10 S&S appropriation, fully offset by grant funding from First 5 LA to
support the Office of Health Assessment and Epidemiology’s (OHAE) 2010 LACHS.

Funding will be included in DPH’s Fiscal Year 2010-11 Proposed Budget.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Previous surveys were conducted in 1997, 1999, 2002, 2005, and 2007.  The 2010 LACHS will build
upon these previous surveys.  LACHS is the primary vehicle for gathering information about access
to health care, health care utilization, health behaviors, health status, and perceptions about health-
related issues.  The ability to consistently monitor health trends over time is an important aspect of
the survey.  Each survey contains repeated items and replicates previous sampling and survey
methodology to maximize comparability between each time period.  In addition, many items have
been added to each survey year which are newly developed, in order to capture emerging public
health issues.  LACHS data describes the health of many of the County’s population subgroups, as
well as the County population overall.  LACHS results are analyzed at the Service Planning Area and
Health District levels to meet the demand for data specific enough to understand and formulate local
responses to public health issues in the County.  Data is also analyzed by Supervisorial Districts and
other areas as needed.

Ongoing assessment of the health status of the population is a core function of local health
departments and improving the availability of high quality health information is a major priority for
DPH.  OHAE is charged with carrying out the assessment by collecting and disseminating population
-based health information to plan, evaluate, and develop policy to better serve local communities and
improve the health status of LAC residents.

Attachment A is the Grant Management Statement for grants exceeding $100,000.

County Counsel has approved Exhibit I and II as to form.  Exhibit III is the Appropriation Adjustment.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
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Respectfully submitted,

JONATHAN E. FIELDING, M.D., M.P.H.

Director and Health Officer

c. Chief Executive Officer
Acting County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

c:

JEF:yl

Enclosures

On July 14, 2008, DPH released a Request for Information seeking interested survey research
organizations with expertise, capacity, and experience to conduct a random-digit dialed telephone
survey of LAC residents.  Twenty-seven survey research firms responded, of which 20 of these firms
were invited on March 18, 2009 to submit Request for Proposals (RFP) to conduct the 2010 LACHS.

In response to the RFP, eight firms submitted proposals.  After reviewing the proposals and
interviewing three finalists, Abt SRBI, Inc. was determined to be the best qualified, and was selected
for the contract award. Notices to the non-winning bidders were sent on September 30, 2009.  The
non-winning bidders were allowed the opportunity to be debriefed on the scoring of their proposal by
October 21, 2009.  Two bidders responded to the notice, the debriefing was held, and the outcome
of the solicitation was accepted.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

Information collected from the health survey will be used by DPH and other health providers and 
community organizations to improve access to, and the quality of, health care of LAC residents.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)




































































































































































































































